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You only know half of the story about joins. You've seen cross joins

that return every possible row, and inner joins that return rows from both tables where
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constraints, Views, and transactions
Too many cooks spoil the database

Your database has grown and other people need to use it.
The problem is that some of them won't be as skilled at SQL as you are. You need ways
to keep them from entering the wrong data, techniques for allowing them to only see
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entering data at the same time. In this chapter we begin protecting our data from the

mistakes of others. Welcome to Defensive Databases, Part 1.
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Protecting your assets

You’ve put an enormous amount of time and energy into
creating your database. And you'd be devastated if anything happened to

it. You've also had to give other people access to your data, and you're worried that
they might insert or update something incorrectly, or even worse, delete the wrong data.
You’re about to learn how databases and the objects in them can be made more secure,

and how you can have complete control over who can do what with your data.
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The Top Ten Topics (we didn’t cover)

Even after all that, there’s a bit more. There are just a few
more things we think you need to know. We wouldn't feel right about ignoring
them, even though they only need a brief mention. So before you put the book
down, take a read through these short but important SQL tidbits.

Besides, once you're done here, all that's left is another appendix... and the

index... and maybe some ads... and then you're really done. We promise!
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Try it out for yourself

All your new SQL skills won’t do you much good
without a place to apply them. This appendix contains
instructions for getting your very own MySQL RDBMS for you to work with.
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